Warsaw and Bolshevism          g*
detailed essay on Eighteenth-Century agreements between
Rome and Poland, and when it became likely and indeed
necessary that some representative of the Vatican should
go to Poland, even though the country was still in the
throes of war, Pope Benedict decided to send Monsignor
Ratti.
lie sent: for him one morning towards the end of April,
1918, and ordered him to go as Apostolic Visitor.
Monsignor Ratti protested his inexperience and the fact
that he was totally out of touch with any world outside
that of ecclesiastical libraries, but within a few weeks he
had to leave Rome, travelling through the enemy tern-
tones of Munich, Vienna and Berlin,
As long ago an 1864, Pius IX had issued the following
brave statement: ttA potentate, calling himself an Eastern
Catholic, is oppressing and .slaughtering his Catholic
subjects who have been driven into insurrection by the
harshness of his rule* On the pretext of putting down that
insurrection, he is uprooting Catholicism, and deporting
whole populations to the most northerly regions, where
they will be deprived of all religious aid other than that
which may be offered to them by adventurers belonging
to other creeds. Ho Is persecuting priests, deposing
bishops and preventing them from exercising their legiti-
mate jurisdiction* Let no one say that in raising our voice
against this potentate, we are fermenting revolution in
Europe. We are well able to discriminate between
revolution and right and liberty/ As a result of such
persecution there was no organised Church in Russian
Poland, and it was to deal with this area in particular that
Mo&signor Ratti was sent to Warsaw*
Before he left there was already an impression at the